services infrastructure, continuing to advocate for and consolidating political commitment, and fostering greater integration and universal access to health services. The PAHO Secretariat is working with countries within this framework to strengthen immunization systems as part of the integrated health services, extending services to people currently not covered and using integrated approaches with other interventions at the primary care level.
Immunization programs promote the health and wealth of nations. Vaccination contributes to improved population health, which may potentially translate into lasting, positive impacts on the economy. Ozawa and colleagues, based on the costs of illnesses averted, estimated that immunizations will yield a net return about 16 times greater than the costs of illness (economic burden of avertable deaths, cases, and disabilities) over the decade (uncertainty range: 10 -25). Bloom and colleagues (10) reported that the impact of vaccination is not solely limited to averting medical costs and illness, but also to improved cognitive development, educational attainment, labor productivity, and income, savings, and investment.
This supplement of the Pan American Journal of Public Health highlights key achievements of immunization programs in the Region and their approaches to addressing the current and future challenges, within the framework of the Sustainable Development Goals. This publication offers an opportunity to share the lessons learned and the valuable experiences of one of the world's leading regions on vaccination.
